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MONTHIN
REVIEW

FROM THE EXEGUTIVE DIRECTOR

PCC Members -
March has been very busy at PCC. On Friday

March 26, Representative Paul Schemel
introduced House Bill 1024 which in will provide a
vehicle for Act 16 to be amended. We are working
with our partners in the legislature to modernize
the Act and improve Pennsylvania's Medical

Program for patients and operators.

The Independent Regulatory Review
Commission's comment period on final program
regulations has solicited over two dozen
comments from both industry and the public to
date. The comment period is open until April 5,
2021 and we encourage you to email your
comments to: RA-DHMMregulations@pa.gov. If
you have questions please feel free to reach out to

me directly.

PCC continues to be a thoughtful contributor to
the adult-use conversation in Pennsylvania. We
have been engaged with stakeholders across to
Commonwealth to ensure that the current MMOs

are the on ramp to adult use legislations.

Please let me know if | can answer any questions -
| can always be reached at Meredith@pcanna.org
or 717-220-3508

Best,

MotV Bz
Meredith V. Buettner
Executive Director
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LEGISLATIVE
ADVOCACY
UPDATES

e Act16
o Representative Schemel filed HB 1024 on
3/26/2021
o PCC is working with other members to
carry much needed modernization
amendments as well as our partners in
the Senate.
e Proposed Final Program Regulation
o PCC submitted broad comments on
3/31/21.
o Comment period closes 4/5/2021
o You can submit your comments to
RA-DHMMregulations@pa.gov
e PCC continues to offer feedback to Senators
Street & Laughlin regarding their bi-partisan

adult use bill

GOVERNOR WOLF GRANTS SIXTY NINE
MARLJUANA RELATED PARDONS

On Monday, March 1, 2021 Governor Tom Wolf
announced expedited pardons for low-level
cannabis offenses for 69 Pennsylvanians. These
clemency actions were taken as part of the
Expedited Review Program for Non-Violent
Marijuana-Related Offenses through the state
Board of Pardons. 95 Pennsylvania's have had
their cannabis related convictions pardoned
through the initiative since it began. The
process makes what used to be a years-long

process a matter of months.

DOH/PROGRAM UPDATES™

Market

PA Market at $1.7 Billion

Represents 30% growth since August
$680M GP to Dispensaries

Weekly Dispensary sales at $21 million
Crowing at a rate of 2% per week

Operational Permits
27 GPs (Includes operational CRs)
97 Dispensaries (Over 100 by end of 2020)

Chapter 20 Update

Initial research published

Additional Studies approved

Virtual Research Summit held in December

Patients

460,000 registered

425,000 certified

~ 280,000 active per week

140,000 weekly visits up from 120,000 in August
Weekly purchases approaching 400,000 units up
from 370,000 in August

Physicians

2,000 registered in the program
1,500 completed training

Still a need for pediatric physicians

Top Conditions - 1) Pain 2) Anxiety 3) PTSD

*Data is from November 2020 Medical Marijuana Advisory
Board Meeting, - The February 2021 MMAB Meeting was
canceled. PCC will distribute program updates when

received.

PC PAC INFORMATION

The Pennsylvania Cannabis Political Action
Committee is the bipartisan political action
committee of PCC. The goal of the PC PAC is
to support candidates seeking elective office
that advocate for access to medical and/or
adult-use cannabis in Pennsylvania.

Suggested initial contributions to PC PAC:
Grower Processors: $5,000

Dispensaries $2,500

Clinical Registrants: $2,500

Laboratories & Affiliates: $1,000

Please mail your contributions to:
PC PAC | 204 State Street | Harrisburg, PA 17101

Corporate contributions cannot be made to PC PAC.
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Independent Regulator Review Commission Press Release
www.irrc.state.pa.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Understanding IRRC’s Role on Proposed Rulemakings
Harrisburg, PA (March 18, 2021)

2021 stands to be a year during which the Independent Regulatory Review Commission (Commission)
will review, issue comments, and possibly vote on the final versions of a number of new regulations
which may affect important aspects of the lives of many Pennsylvanians. Most recently, these
rulemakings include, but are not limited to, proposed regulations from the Environmental Quality
Board, “"CO2 Budget Trading Program” (IRRC #3274), on which the Commission’s recent comments
issued in accordance with the process described below have generated much attention and
speculation, and “Dam Safety and Waterway Management” (IRRC #3278), as well as, “Medical Marijuana”
regulations from the Department of Health (IRRC #3290).

With these and other regulations in mind, we feel that it is important for the public to clearly
understand the role of the Commission and the comments we issue pursuant to Pennsylvania’'s
Regulatory Review Act. The Commission was created in 1982 to provide an effective and independent
review of Pennsylvania rulemakings. The Commission is an independent, non-partisan agency that
determines whether regulations proposed by Pennsylvania boards and agencies are in the public
interest. The Commission aims to do that by objectively reviewing each regulation and applying
criteria established by the General Assembly and set forth in Pennsylvania’s Regulatory Review Act.
These criteria include statutory authority, legislative intent, economic and fiscal impacts, and
feasibility, reasonableness, and clarity.

Most regulations have a public comment period during which those most directly affected by the
regulations, the public in general, and the legislature can weigh in on the proposed rule. This allows
the Commission to hear from the public and the General Assembly about their concerns and with their
suggestions. Following the public comment period, the Commission issues its own comments
identifying potential areas of concern based upon the review criteria contained in Pennsylvania’s
Regulatory Review Act. These comments are not directives by the Commission to any board or agency,
nor do they represent a final determination of any issue relating to the proposal. Instead, the
Commission highlights concerns raised in the comments submitted during the public comment period
while providing an objective application of the statutory criteria of Pennsylvania’s Regulatory Review
Act. Often, the Commission may also request additional explanation or information from the board or
agency to better evaluate whether the proposal is in the public interest. Based on information received
and subject to further discussion, the Commission’s comments may advance possible alternative
approaches for a board or agency to consider. The Commission’s comments are offered by the
Commission solely with the intent that the board or agency give due consideration to all potential
issues and possible approaches in crafting a final- form regulation for our further review.

Boards and agencies are required to respond to all comments when delivering their final-form
regulations. In most cases, this process leads to changes which improve the final regulation. The
Commission’s comments are intended to elicit a comprehensive response from the board or agency to
help us fully prepare for consideration of the final-form regulation when it comes before us for
approval or disapproval at a public meeting. Lastly, this process is intended to leave no stone unturned
in attempting to reach a consensus between all interested parties, as we are charged to do by the
Regulatory Review Act.

As we review the regulations referenced above, and others, we urge interested parties to carefully refer
directly to the text of our official comments, rather than outside interpretations or summaries. The
Commission’s comments on all regulations, together with copies of each regulation, public comments,
and other important information, can be found on our website: www.irrc.state.pa.us. Our website offers
a subscription function allowing the public to receive alerts on specific regulations, by agency, or on
others matters including our meeting agendas. All of the Commission’s meetings are live-streamed on
our website and open to the public.

The Commission has performed an independent review of Pennsylvania rulemakings for almost 40
years. We assure the public and all interested parties that the neutrality of our review process will
continue.

HHH

The Independent Regulatory Review Commission provides oversight and review of all proposed and
existing rules and regulations issued by all departments, boards, commissions, agencies or other
authorities of the Commonwealth, excluding the Legislature, Fish and Boat Commission, the Game
Commission, and any court, political subdivision, or municipal or local authority. The Commission also
acts as a clearinghouse for complaints, comments and other input regarding existing, proposed, and
final regulations.

Contact David Sumner - 717-783-5417
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LEGISLATOR SPOTLIGHT:
STATE REPRESENTATIVE PAUL SCHEMEL PA-90 (R)

A resident of Franklin County, Paul Schemel was first elected in 2014
to serve the 90th Legislative District in the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives.

During the 2021-22 legislative session, Paul serves as a member of the
Health, State Government, Energy and Environmental Resources, and
Judiciary committees. Paul was also selected to serve as chairman of the subcommittee on health care.

Prior to his election to the House, Paul served six years on Greencastle Borough Council. During his tenure
on the Borough Council, Paul was elected vice president of the Council and chairman of the Public Safety
Committee.

Paul holds a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy and a Master of Business Administration in contract
management from the University of Dallas in Texas, a Juris Doctor from Regent University in Virginia
Beach, Va., and an international diploma in restorative justice from Queen’s University in Kingston, Ont,
Canada. Paul is a partner in the Franklin County law firm of Dick, Stein, Schemel, Wine & Frey, LLP, where
he began his legal career in 1999. Paul was also an adjunct instructor at Penn State - Mont Alto, teaching
business law and ethics.

Paul served the U.S. State Department for one year in Iraqg as an advisor on local government and
subsequently received the Expeditiary Service Award from the Secretary of State. Paul was also invited to
participate in the Strategic Implementation Seminar at the U.S. Army War College and was awarded the
Outstanding Eagle Scout award by the Mason Dixon Council of the Boy Scouts.

Throughout his career, Paul has been an active supporter of his community. He is currently an assistant
scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 99, Greencastle, and serves on the boards of directors of both Summit
Health and the Waynesboro Hospital.

Paul and his wife, Lucy, live in Greencastle and have six children. The family belongs to St. Mark the
Evangelist Catholic Church in Greencastle, where they are active members. With the exception of those
who have graduated, all of the children attend public school.

PGCC PRIORITIES: MODERNIZING ACT 16

e Adequate Supply for Patients
o Increase Patient Supply by allowing for product remediation
o Allow patients and certifiers a wider variety of medical marijuana choices for the
treatment of allowable conditions
o Allow Hemp-derived Ingredients to be added to medical marijuana to increase the
supply of high-cbd products
o Patient Access
o Increase accessibility by allowing dispensaries to relocate to where patients are
o Allow MMOs to use Application-Programming Interface
e Social Equity
o Allow individuals with misdemeanor drug - related convictions to be employed in the
medical marijuana industry
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PCC PRIORITIES:DOH PROPOSED FINAL PROGRAM REGULATIONS

DOH sent proposed final requlations for the MMJ program to the Independent
Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC)

e Proposed regulations will be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on March 6, 2021
triggering the 30-day comment period

¢ Public Comment closes April 5, 2021

¢ |[RRC comments are due by May 5, 2021 . /(

REGULATION
¢ |IRRC Criteria: -
o Statutory Authority & Legislative Intent W ¥
Economic or Fiscal Impact A
Protection of the Public Health, Safety and Welfare \

Feasibility, Clarity and Reasonableness
Impact on Small Businesses

)
(@)
O
)

e PCC will be coordinating comments on the proposed regulations through our
lobbying team.

e We will not only address issues with proposed final regulations but will make an
effort to address program related issues such as pesticides and the alignment of
public & private companies as well as others through this process.

e One good comment about an issue is more valuable than 100 comments about the
same issue

e Send your questions, comments and concerns to Meredith via email at
Meredith@pcanna.org

PCC PRIORITIES: ADULT USE CANNABIS

e Creation of an independent regulatory body to oversee both the
medical and adult-use programs

e Current permit holders serving as the "on-ramp" for a well regulated
adult-use market allowing revenue to be realized most quickly

e Co-located dispensaries, no inventory separation requirements

e An effective tax rates that generates meaningful revenue while
displacing the illicit market

e Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

e Creating incentives for municipalities as opposed to allowing opt outs
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

McKim & Creed
PCC Affiliate Member

McKim & Creed is an employee-owned
firm with over 500 staff members in
offices throughout the U.S. Including
North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida,
Virginia, Georgia, Texas and
Pennsylvania.

Founded in 1978, McKim & Creed
specializes in civil, environmental,
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and
structural engineering; industrial
design-build services; airborne and
mobile LiDAR/scanning; unmanned
aerial systems; subsurface utility
engineering; and hydrographic and
conventional surveying services for the
energy, transportation, federal, land
development, water and building
markets.

IMPORTANT DATES

ACT 16 Five Year Anniversary
April 17, 2021

PCC Virtual Lobbying Day
TBD

PA DOH MMMAB Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, May 18, 2021

10:00am

LINK WILL BE EMAILED WHEN AVAILABLE

PCC 2Q Quarter Virtual Membership Meeting
Thursday, May 20, 2021
12:00pm Via Zoom
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AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP

The PCC Affiliate Membership program brings
together the greater Pennsylvania Cannabis
Community in order to advance legislation,
regulations and implementation of
Pennsylvania’'s cannabis program. Affiliate
Membership is open to any entity who
supports the purposes of PCC and is engaged
in the business of supplying current permit
holders with goods and services. Examples of
Affiliate Member businesses include but are
not limited to cannabis accessories;
cultivation equipment or supplies; dispensary
equipment or supplies; financial, legal,
advocacy or insurance services; packaging,
security or software companies.

Affiliate Members may participate in all PCC
programming, meetings and receive coalition
communications. Affiliate Members may join
relevant committees but are not eligible for
membership on the Executive Committee as
they are classified as Non-Voting. Affiliate
Members will receive an updated business-to-
business contact sheet for all members on a
quarterly basis and have logo and company
information displayed on the Affiliate Member
page of the PCC Website. Opportunities for
advertising in PCC communications and
presenting at membership meetings are also
available to Affiliate Members.

Affiliate Membership is $1,000 per quarter

If you have a vendor who may be interested in
becoming an affiliate member please email
Meredith@Pcanna.org.

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Dues invoices are emailed quarterly to your
billing contact. To check or update your
billing information please email
Meredith@pcanna.org

PCC 2021 Dues Schedule PER PERMIT
GPs: $3,000/quarter

Dispensaries: $1,500/quarter

Labs: $1,500/quarter

Clinical Registrants: $4,500/quarter
Affiliates: $1,000/quarter

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS PCC
MEMBER RESOURCES PAGE




