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FROM THE EXEGUTIVE DIRECTOR

PCC Members,

Thanks to all of you who attended the PA Cannabis 2023 &
Beyond Conference and our first post-covid in person
Quarterly Meeting in March. It was nice to meet so many of
you in person. Additionally many thanks are owed to the
operators, legislators and legal experts who shared their
insights with us. We intend to make the conference an
annual event. Stay tuned to our newsletter for next year's
date.

My two "association" takeaways from the conference were
that there is a desire for more in person meeting/networking
opportunities and that we need more affordable options for
non-permit holders to join PCC. We have started the
process to do both in a manner that respects our limited
resource and focus on getting adult use legislation to the
Governor's desk. | appreciate all your help and feedback as
we continue to grow.

Governor Shapiro's inclusion of adult use projections in his
budget continues to drive the news about legalization.
Despite Governor Shapiro's goal of sales beginning
January 1, 2025, legislation is still required and still going to
be an uphill battle. Please keep an eye on your email for
information about upcoming adult use calls for PCC
members.

Please do not hestitate to reach out with any questions,
concerns or ideas!

laddh V. B ilozi_

Meredith ‘Buettner, Executive Director
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Medical Marijuana Advisory Board Meeting Announcement

The Department of Health hereby gives notice that the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board
(Board), established under section 1201 of the Medical Marijuana Act (35 P.S. § 10231.1201),
will meet on April 12, 2023, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Board meeting will be held in
the Keystone Building, Forest Room, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120. The meeting will
also be conducted virtually by means of Microsoft Teams. For information regarding how the
public can access the meeting virtually, check www.medicalmarijuana.pa.gov and click on
"Medical Marijuana Advisory Board" under "Information for:" on the day of the meeting.

FINAL PROGRAM REGULATIONS

On Saturday, March 4, 2023, the Pennsylvania Medical Marijuana Program's final-form
regulations (DOH Regulations) were posted in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. These DOH
Regulations may be found at the following: Pennsylvania Bulletin

All grower/processors and approved laboratories were notified that on March 4, 2023, the
Commonwealth Court issued an Order temporarily enjoining DOH from enforcing 8§
1171a.29(c)(1)-(2) of DOH's Regulations (relating to medical marijuana), in Green

Analytics North, LLC d/b/a Steep Hill PA, et al. v. DOH. The Order grants a stay of the
implementation of 8§ 1171a.29(c)(1)-(2) of DOH's Regulations, 28 Pa. Code § 1171a.29(c)

(1)-(2), effective immediately and until further order of the Court. Please note that the stay

is only applicable to § 1171a.29(c)(1)-(2).

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)_of the Medical Marijuana Final-Form Regulations

MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROGRAM WEBSITE

The Medical Marijuana Program Website has gone through a slight redesign and now
features an "Announcements" Section. ‘Make sure to bookmark this page for the most
current program information.

Court Rules Insurers May Reimburse Injured Workers for Medical Cannabis
Ganjapreneur.com | TG Branfalt | March 20, 2023

A Pennsylvania appeals court last Friday ruled that the state’s medical cannabis law does
not prohibit insurers from reimbursing injured workers for medical cannabis in cases where
it is used to treat accepted work-related injuries, according to a Business Insurance report.
The Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court decision found that the state’s Workers’
Compensation Appeal Board erred when it upheld a decision by Firestone Tire & Rubber to
deny reimbursement for the cost of an employee’s medical cannabis.

The claimant, Paul Sheetz, who is now deceased, used medical cannabis to treat chronic
pain linked to a 1977 work injury and used cannabis to wean from decades-long use of
prescribed opioids, the report says.

Jenifer Kaufman, the attorney who represented the Sheetz's estate, said after the ruling
that the decision “is a game-changer for those injured workers who have worked hard to
get off dangerous and expensive opioids and are forced to pay the cost of medical
marijuana treatment out of their fixed incomes.”

Kaufman added that the court’s ruling means insurers must cover medical cannabis costs
when treatment is deemed “reasonable and necessary,” and that reimbursement would
likely only be available in serious or old injury cases where medical cannabis is the
“primary treatment modality.”

Firestone had argued that reimbursing medical cannabis costs would run afoul of federal
law; however, the court concluded that it is not a federal crime because insurers are not
recommending cannabis themselves.
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High rate may undermine Shapiro's weed tax bounty
By Anthony Hennen | The Center Square Mar 8, 2023

Gov. Josh Shapiro has recreational cannabis on his mind, though legalization advocates worry the
tax rate could be too high.

Details remain scant, but the governor’s proposed budget includes an adult-use cannabis tax in the
form of a 20% wholesale tax, assuming that sales would begin in January 2025. The commonwealth
would then realize revenues starting in fiscal year 2024-25.

The budget estimates that Pennsylvania would harvest $16 million in 2024-25, growing to $189
million annually by 2027-28.

However, legalization advocates warn that the tax burden might be too much to undermine the illicit
market. With an excessive tax, the black market for cannabis could keep thriving.

“I certainly have a concern about the proposal of a 20% tax on wholesale prices; that number is
certainly high,” said Meredith Buettner, executive director of the Pennsylvania Cannabis Coalition.
“A wholesale tax most often gets passed on to consumers in the cost of goods ... we want to make
sure that the pricing structure and the tax structure is set up to pull folks out of the illicit market and
into the regulated market.”

Still, Buettner was optimistic about the inclusion in the governor’s budget.

“We’'re thrilled to see an adult-use cannabis tax as a proposed tax in the budget book,” she said. “It
signals that the governor is thinking about adult-use legislation and the revenue benefits of that
legislation for the commonwealth.”

A number of legalization bills have been proposed in the General Assembly by Democrats and
Republicans alike, but none have come close to reaching the governor’s desk in recent years.

Federal law, among other issues, has made a number of Pennsylvania lawmakers hesitant to
legalize marijuana for recreational use, as The Center Square previously reported.

Despite federal prohibition, though, nearby states such as New York and New Jersey blow through
the complications to legalize it. Maryland legalized recreational use in 2022 and a legalization bill in
Delaware cleared the House this week.

Pennsylvania’s slow approach could be a benefit, however, as lawmakers can learn from the
missteps of other states.

“We want a comprehensive bill that takes all things into consideration and doesn't try to piecemeal a
solution to enacting adult-use legislation,” Buettner said. “The creation of a new regulatory body to
oversee the program is super important.”

"Cannabis is a complicated topic, and having a regulatory body that’s solely focused on the
implementation and enforcement of a cannabis program is super important,” she added.

Other states have tried to spread regulatory authority among multiple agencies — with less-than-
ideal results.

“Take Oregon for example," Buettner said. "They tried to keep their medical program and their adult-
use program separate, and unfortunately, the cost of being compliant with two separate
organizations is too much for operators."

Consequently, Oregon’s medical cannabis providers have all-but-disappeared in favor of
recreational cannabis. Only one medical dispensary remains in the entire state, Buettner noted.

Ensuring that taxation isn’t too onerous and the regulation isn’t self-defeating also matters because
of the potential negative consequences of legalization. A 2021 analysis from the Independent Fiscal
Office noted that marijuana-related visits to emergency rooms went up in states after legalization, as
did calls to poison control and DUI citations.

However, the report also noted that “decreased illegal activity facilitates a reduction in public safety
resources dedicated to marijuana arrests and court filings, which may lead to criminal justice cost
savings.”
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Q. 3.<Verano

Verano is a leading, vertically integrated, multi-state cannabis operator in the
U.S., devoted to the ongoing improvement of communal wellness by providing
responsible access to regulated cannabis products. With a mission to address
vital health and wellness needs, Verano produces a comprehensive suite of
premium, innovative cannabis products sold under its trusted portfolio of
consumer brands, including Verano™, Avexia™, BITS™, Encore™, MUV™ and
Savvy™., Verano’s portfolio encompasses 14 U.S. states, with active operations
in 13, including 14 production facilities comprising over 1,000,000 square feet of
cultivation capacity. Verano designs, builds, and operates dispensaries under
retail brands including Zen Leaf™ and MUV™, delivering a superior cannabis
shopping experience in both medical and adult use markets.

To Learn More Visit:
WWW.Verano.com

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Dispensary Call: Pcc GALENDAR

First Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, April 4 @ 1pm via Zoom

Grower/Processor Call:
Second Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, April 11 @ 1pm via Zoom

MMAB Meetmg
April 12 Oam

Legislative Input Call:
Thursday, April 27 @ 1pm via Zoom

N
Click Here to Add PCC —
*All times are EST Events to Your Calendar! / |\




State Rep. Donna Bullock is a member of the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives representing the 195th
Legislative District in north Philadelphia and the greater
art museum area. She won the seat in a special election
held Aug. 11, 2015.

A lawyer and Temple alumna, she previously served as
special assistant to Philadelphia City Council President
Darrell L. Clarke and as the City Council research fellowship
director.

She joined Clarke's office in January 2011 as his community and economic
development coordinator. Before her work for the city, Bullock worked at a private
law firm and for Philadelphia Community Legal Services, where she formed and
advised nonprofit organizations, small businesses and community groups.

Rep. Bullock's public service precedes her work in government. She has volunteered
and served on several boards, task forces, and coalitions, including the Smith
Memorial Playground, the Columbia North YMCA Advisory Board, West Philadelphia
Child Care Network, and the Mayor's Office of Community Service Advisory Board.

Currently, she serves as chair of the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus, the
Children and Youth Committee and the Ethics Committee. She is a member of the
Philadelphia House Delegation and sits on the executive board of the National Black
Caucus of State Legislators. She is a former member of the Appropriations
Committee.

She and her husband, Otis Bullock, a lawyer and Temple alum as well, live a life of
service in Strawberry Mansion with their two sons, a community they are proud to
call home.

Rep. Bullock's Committees and Caucuses
Children & Youth, Chair
Ethics Committee, Chair
Policy Committee
Philadelphia House Delegation
Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus, Chair
Afterschool Caucus
Climate Caucus
Criminal Justice Reform Caucus
Democratic Women Caucus
Hope Caucus
LGBTQ Equality Caucus
PA SAFE Caucus
Welcoming PA Caucus
Women’s Health Caucus



