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MONTHIN
REVIEW

FROM THE EXEGUTIVE DIRECTOR

PCC Members -

2021 was a year of growth and
accomplishments for Pennsylvania's
Medical Marijuana Market. Our
patient population grew. The number
of dispensaries grew. The number of
operational grower/processors grew.
We added canopy square footage
and hundreds of employees. PCC
members continue to make an
impact every day in the
Commonwealth.

Additionally, we modernized the
program with more than two dozen
statutory changes to Act 16 and
worked collectively to provide input
on final program regulations. PCC has
become a respected and relied upon
organization for policy related to both
medical and adult use cannabis.

As we prepare for 2022, we will hold
our Annual Meeting on Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 at 12:00 noon EST.
We will discuss our 2021
accomplishments, review our goals
for 2022, review the proposed 2022
budget as well as share information
about the restructuring of our dues
model and some by law changes.
Following the meeting a ballot will be
sent to our PCC primary contacts to
vote on the budget along with
changes to dues and bylaws.

Meredith Buettner
Executive Director
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PCC ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 12:00 Noon EST

Annual Meeting Zoom Link

Annual Meeting Agenda Items

2021 Financials

Membership Statistics

Annual Program Report

2022 Strategic Goals

2022 Budget

Due Restructuring Presentation
By Laws Update

Ballot for approval of budget, dues restructuring and bylaws
revision will be sent to PCC Primary Contacts following the
meeting. All information will be available on pcanna.org
under the Member Resources tab.

ADULT USE UPDATE

Representatives Jake Wheatley and Dan Frankel's bill has been
referred to the House Judiciary Committee. Click here for HB2050

Senator Dan Laughlin and Senator Sharif Street's bill has been
released. Click here for SB473

Senator Mike Regan circulated a Co-Sponsorship Memo for Adult
Use Legislation. Click here for Co-Sponsorship Memo

State Representative Amen Brown circulated a Co-Sponsor Memo
for Adult Use Legislation. Click here for Co-Sponsorship Memo
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DOH/PROGRAM UPDATES™

*DATA FROM NOVEMBER 16, 2021 MMAB VIRTUAL MEETING

Serious Medical Condition Applications
e Applications
o Chronic Hepatitis - Approved

Program Data
e 681,504 Patients and Caregivers Registered
e 384,254 Active Patient Certifications
1,678 Approved Practitioners
16.5 Million Patients Dispensing Events
47.0 Million Products Dispensed
$4.0 Billion in Total Sales
o $1.6 Billion by GPs to Dispensaries
o $2.4 Billion by Dispensaries

Act 44 Implementation Status
e 33 Total Projects
o 2 Major Projects/Programs (In Progress)
o 7 Grower/Processors and Labs (4 In Progress/3
Implemented)
5 Background Checks (1 In Progress/4 Implemented)
2 Permitting (1 In Progress/1 Implemented)
5 Dispensaries - Complete
5 Governance/Regulations - Complete
3 Practitioners/Caregivers - Complete
4 Research - Complete

O O O O O O

Medical Marijuana Assistance

e Eliminating the annual card fee for eligible participants (Q]
2022)

e Eliminating all federal background check fees for eligible
caregivers (Timing TBD)

e Assisting patients with the purchase of medical marijuana via
a to-be-determined benefit amount per funding period per
eligible patient (Timing TBD)

Next Meeting: January 27, 2022 @ 10:00am
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Pa. sends second vague email to patients about medical marijuana vape product safety

There’s nothing to indicate that there was a specific incident that prompted the review
BY: KIM LYONS - DECEMBER 15, 2021 12:23 PM

For the second time in less than a month, the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s Medical Marijuana
Office sent an email to patients informing them of a review of vaporized medical marijuana products.
As with the first notice sent on Dec. 1, there’s no information about why the state ordered the review,
what safety concerns it may have, or even a way for patients to contact the state with questions.

“Patient safety is of utmost importance to the Medical Marijuana Office and those they serve,” the
email begins. “As you are aware, the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s Medical Marijuana Office
instituted a statewide review of vaporized medical marijuana products on November 16, 2021, to
ensure that permittees are not using additives that are not safe for inhalation.”

There’s nothing to indicate that there was a specific incident that prompted the review, and since the
state has already approved the products in question, it’s not clear why a second review would be
needed. Nor is it clear what patients and dispensaries should do with any vape products they have; the
email from the medical marijuana office doesn’t provide any contact information, saying “if you have
any questions or concerns about the use of any medical marijuana products, you should consider
consulting with the pharmacist at the dispensary or your certifying practitioner.”

The health department did not reply to a request for more information from the Capital-Star

“The question patients really want to know the answer to is: did something happen? We have not been
able to get to the bottom of that,” said Meredith Buettner, executive director of the Pennsylvania
Cannabis Coalition, a nonprofit organization that represents medical marijuana permit holders.

She said the state sent another notice to operators Monday night as well, seeking additional
information about the additives they’re using that Buettner says “looks something more like other
states that regulate additives have used.” A Nov. 16 letter to operators asked them to submit all
vaporized cannabis products with any additional ingredients, such as terpenes, for review, even
products that the state had already approved. Terpenes are naturally occurring compounds that give
plants their scents, and some growers of cannabis vape products add synthetic terpenes, usually to
enhance a particular strain’s natural flavor.

Any products not submitted for review would be recalled, the Nov. 16 letter said, and any growers or
processors who sold recalled cannabis products could be subject to penalties, including the suspension
of all sales of vaporized products.

The Monday notice to operators came from Sunny D. Podolak, Assistant Director and Chief
Compliance Officer with the PA Department of Health Office of Medical Marijuana. It reads, in part:

In addition to what you may have already provided, and in order to continue our review, please
provide any information you have regarding the determined safety of the externally sourced additives
for inhalation, including artificial terpenes or flavorings, used in your vaporized products.

If you are using additives, including artificial terpenes or flavorings, in other states, please provide the
product name and the state in which it is approved.

“I think they are realizing that they didn’t roll this out the right way,” Buettner said. “We as a coalition
and as operators remain dedicated to patient safety, and will continue to comply with the requests for
additional information.”

She added that the group shares patients’ concerns about whether there was a specific incident that
prompted the review. “When they tell us what they need, we’re happy to comply.”
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Act 16 was amended in June of 2018 with Chapter 20
Academic Clinical Research Centers and Clinical Registrants

It is the intention of the General Assembly to create a mechanism
whereby this Commonwealth's medical schools and hospitals may
provide advice to grower/processors and dispensaries in the areas of
patient health and safety, medical applications and dispensing and
management of controlled substances, among other areas. It is the
further intention of the General Assembly to create a mechanism
whereby the Commonwealth may encourage research associated with
medical marijuana. (Section 2000. (b) (1))

Academic Clinical Research Centers and Clinical Registrants
10 Total Permits Available - 2 Added by Act 44 of 2021

e Drexel University College of Medicine + Verano (Agronomed)*

e |Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University + Cresco (Laurel Harvest)*
e Penn State College of Medicine + PA Options for Wellness*

¢ Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University + Ethos*

e The Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania + Curaleaf*
e University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine + Parallel*

e |ake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine + AYR

¢ Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine + Organic Remedies*

e Ceisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine + TBD

e #10 has yet to be certified
*PCC Member
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Pennsylvania Senate Democratic Leadership

Senator Jay Costa, Leader
43rd District: Allegheny County

Senator Vincent Hughes, Appropriates Chairman
/th District: Montgomery & Philadelphia Counties

Senator Anthony Williams, Whip
8th District: Delaware & Philadelphia Counties

Senator Wayne Fontana, Caucus Chairman
42nd District: Allegheny County

Senator Maria Collett, Caucus Secretary
12th District: Bucks & Montgomery Counties

Senator Katie Muth, Policy Committee Chairman
44th District: Berks, Chester & Montgomery Counties

Senator Judy Schwank, Caucus Administrator
Ilth District: Berks County
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IMPORTANT DATES™

Dispensary Call: First Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, January 4th @ 1pm Via Zoom

Adult Use Call: First Wednesday of the Month
Wednesday, January 5th @ 1pm Via Zoom

Grower/Processor Call: Second Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, January 11th @ 2pm Via Zoom
Please note time change due to Annual Meeting

Medical Marijuana Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, January 27th @ 10:00am Via Zoom

Legislative Input Call: Fourth Thursday of the Month
Thursday, January 27th @ 2pm Via Zoom

*All times are EST

PG PAC INFORMATION
S

THANK YOU TO OUR PC PAC DONORS
Commonwealth Horizons PAC
Holistic Industries
Keystone Integrated Care
PharmaCann
Solevo | Terrapin
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Executive Committee
Jamie Ware, Holistic Industries: Chair
Jeremy Unruh, PharmaCann: Vice-Chair
John Sullivan, Cresco Labs: Treasurer

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT Gabe Reriow. Pure Penm. AtLarge
Calypso Enterprises:
Grower Processor: Erie, PA

Calypso's story began with a patient. When founder Samuel P. "Pat"
Black, Ill watched a family member seek treatment outside of
Pennsylvania - in a state where medical marijuana was legal he
acknowledged the need to advocate for patients within the
Commonwealth and to develop an alternative solution of relief. From this
experience, Calypso Enterprises was created.

In July 2018, Calypso was awarded one of the 13 Phase Il
Grower/Processor licenses. Calypso constructed of a 100,000 square foot
state-of-the-art facility in Erie.

Today, they are working to create the next generation of marijuana
products by continuously improving standards of operation, empowering
employees, and embracing the community we serve. Through
compassion, innovation and excellence, Calypso Enterprises is dedicated
to providing the highest quality medical marijuana products to those in
the Commonwealth who suffer from chronic conditions.

To Learn More Visit: Calypsoerie.com




