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MONTHIN
REVIEW

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PCC Members,

| hope your team's had a fun and prosperous 4/20. It was great to see
many of you in the Poconos to cap off the week. April also marked the
seven year anniversary of since Governor Wolf signing Act 16 - the
Medical Marijuana Act.

The Medical Marijuana Advisory Board finally held its first board
meeting of the year. You can find updated program data and meeting
dates for the rest of the year on page two of the newsletter. The
MMAB considered the addition of remediation to the program but did
not do so inline with what the legislator laid out in Act 44. PCC has
been advocating loudly with legislators, the administration and the
MMAB to encourage an appropriate reconsideration. You can read
more about our efforts on page three.

On April 26th the House of Representatives Health Committee held a
hearing on unregulated intoxicants and psychoactive substances.
PCC was on hand to hear the oral testimony and supported the
hearing with written testimony. You can find links to a summary of the
hearing as well as PCC's testimony on page two. Additionally, PCC
Member - Bill Bookwalter, Co-CEO of Keystone Integrated Care (DBA
Delta 9 Dispensaries) wrote a very thoughtful piece "Regulation of
Delta -8 THC Should Be a Public Health Priority" which you can read
on pages eight and nine.

We are anticipating the introduction of adult-use legislation over the
next several weeks. We will share anything that is introduced via
email. While we wait for the introduction our team is coordinating a
strategy to deliver adult-use legislation to Governor Shaprio's desk in
a manner that meets the administration's goal of beginning sales by
January 1, 2025. Once legislation is introduced we will begin having
regular adult-use calls for PCC membership.

Please stay tuned to your email for an announcement about our
Second Quarter Membership Meeting in a couple weeks.

//Wzm

Meredith Buettner, Executive Director
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V. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Medical Marijuana Advisory Board Meeting Updates

e April 6, 2023 marked the 7-year anniversary of the signing of Act 16

e Research summit held for ACRCs & CRs

e MMAP Phase 3

$50/month to patients enrolled in PACE/PACENET

More than 1,100 transactions

Nearly 65K granted to patients

Expansion depends on timing, patient applicability, and monthly benefit dependent of
future funding

e Top three product categories: Dry Leaf, Vape & Concentrates

O O O O

Program Data: Q1 2022 v. Q1 2023 2023 MMAB Meeting Schedule
Q1 2022 Q1 2023 June 28th - 10:30am
Active Patients Certificates 406,454 425,367 September 6th - 10:30am
— November 15th - 10:30am
Approved Practicioners 1,779 1,825
Dispensing Events 20M 31M -

—— y oon s We anticipate the MMAB
PTES Thpee ‘ ' will consider information
Total Sales 4.88 /.38 about edibles this year. If

G/Ps to Dispensaries 1.9B 2.9B you have testimony
Dispensaries to Patients 2.9B 4.4B pre_pared In Support Of
p—— . - o~ edibles please submit it
perational Dispensaries h .
ere by selecting MMAB
Retail Price per Gram $13.40 $9.81 from the dropdown menu.
Wholesale Price per Gram $6.65 $4.09

House Health Committee Hearing on Unregulated Intoxicants & Psychoactive Substances

On Wednesday, April 26th the House Health Committee held a hearing on unregulated
intoxicants & psychoactive substances with a focus on CBD, Delta 8 and Kratom. Oral
testimony was provided by Dr. Michael Lynch, University Pittsburgh Medical Center; Bob
Miller, ACT Laboratories; Dr. Chris Hudalla, Pro Verde Labs, Grant Martin & Mari Martin,
MAG Industries and Mac Haddow, American Kratom Association. You can read a
summary of the hearing_here. Additionally, PCC provided written testimony, which you can
read here. PCC will continue support the Health Committee as it explores solutions to the
dangers of unregulated intoxicants.

Delta 9 THC Delta 8 THC



https://forms.health.pa.gov/health-contact-us/
https://www.pcanna.org/_files/ugd/c23de7_9e2fa875b31845429181e715be5e8137.pdf
https://www.pcanna.org/_files/ugd/c23de7_ef72639276144f1ea37513fb65d43f75.pdf
https://www.pcanna.org/_files/ugd/c23de7_ef72639276144f1ea37513fb65d43f75.pdf
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Remediation Research Initiative Advocacy

During the April 12, 2023 Medical Marijuana Advisory Board the Medical Research Subcommittee
gave a presentation which resulted in a "no" vote on the Act 44 Research Initiative. This decision
was not based on the research done by Organic Remedies and their ACRC Partner PCOM but on
research the committee conducted themselves. It is PCC's position that the research question was
not answered by the subcommittee. PCC has been working with our partners in the Administration,
the Legislature and the MMAB to request a reconsideration of the research question as answered
by the research presented by OR and PCOM. You can read our initial advocacy below.

To: Legislative Partners & Staff

From: Pennsylvania Cannabis Coalition
Date: April 14, 2023

Re: Act 44 (2021) Research Initiative

During the 2020-2021 legislative session elimination of duplicative testing was a goal of the
Commonwealth’s cannabis industry. With the Department of Health unwilling to acknowledge the
redundancy of their testing requirements Operators coalesced around finding support for the addition of
solvent-based processing which is widely used across the nation to ensure plant material that initially tests
above acceptable microbial thresholds can be delivered safely to patients. By using solvent based
processing on plant material that failed harvest testing less plant material is wasted and more medicine is
delivered to patients.

At the time of these discussions the Department lacked the scientific knowledge to evaluate the efficacy of
solvent based "remediation”. An agreement was reached during a meeting with Governor Wolf, then Acting
Secretary Beam, the Medical Marijuana Program Director John Collins, and the Pennsylvania Cannabis
Coalition to use the Academic Clinical Research Centers and their Clinical Registrant partners to study the
efficacy of solvent-based remediation. Below is the resulting text from Act 44:

That research was conducted by Organic Remedies and
a8 SECTION 7. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ: g the Phlladelphla CO"ege Of OSteOpatthMedlClne and
b (e Sk AR SRR presented to the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board in
. e -_ : . : July of 2022.

The Medical Research Subcommittee of the MMAB was

charged with evaluating the research of Organic

Remedies and PCOM and issuing a written report with

“recommendations and findings regarding the use of

solvent-based extraction methods and processes on
IRE.== EHIC CLI ENTER SHAL microbial contamination by a Clinical Registrant or

18 SUBMIT TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR APPROVAL A COMPLETED WRITTEN Grower/Processor_

On April 12, 2023, the Subcommittee presented their
recommendation to the Medical Marijuana Advisory
Board. Yet, despite their own admittance that the
guestion needing to be answered was should the medical
marijuana program allow product remediation when
product exceeds microbial contamination thresholds
(Slide 21) - the subcommittee’s recommendation was "In
the interest of patient safety, at this time, do not
recommend to change the PA DOH regulations on
allowable qualities of colony forming units of: bacteria;
total yeast and fungus"(Slide 22).

RESFARCH SURSAMITTER FOR THE BOARDS BEVIEN AMD The "recommendation” made by the Subcommittee does
COMSIDERATION UNDER SECTIONS 1201 AND 1202, THE BOMRD SHALL not reflect an answer to the question which was posed to
1SSUE A WRITTE : COMMENDATIONS AND FINDINGS the Subcommittee by Act 44. They were not asked if the
allowable quantities of bacteria, yeast and mold should be
raised. They were asked to determine if solvent-based
extraction methods can be applied in the manner laid out
in the research initiative when microbial quantities are
found at levels above currently acceptable thresholds.

;O A W R

BECOMMENDATION IN ACCORDAMCE WITH SECTION 1202

(4] FRIOR TO IMPLEMENTING A RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD

We request that the subcommittee be asked to reevaluate
the research presented by Organic Remedies and
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine as directed
by the legislature in Act 44.

EQUIPMENT . UPON AFPROVAL JHE DEPARTHENT SHALL ISSUE A ROTICE

I I
B b W R M D W B

LEMENT THE
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FEDERAL UPDATIE

SAFE Banking Reintroduced

A bipartisan group of lawmakers reintroduced “The Secure and Fair Enforcement (SAFE) Banking Act” in
both chambers of Congress. The legislation would provide cannabis-touching businesses with access to
financial services.

Impact

This year’s version of the bill was introduced in the Senate with 40 co-sponsors, including 6 Republicans:
Sens. Steve Daines (R-MT), Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Cynthia Lummis (R-WY), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Kevin
Cramer (R-ND), and Rand Paul (R-KY). The House version has only 10 co-sponsors, including 5
Republicans: Reps. David Joyce (R-OH), Warren Davidson (R-OH), Brian Mast (R-FL), Guy Reschenthaler
(R-PA), and Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR).

The bill also expands the “safe harbor” for cannabis-touching businesses to include Community
Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) and Minority Depository Institutions (MDIs), which lend to
minority-owned businesses. It would also provide those working in the cannabis industry with access to
Federally backed mortgages.

Next Steps

At the end of last year, Congress failed to pass SAFE despite significant levels of bipartisan support. This is
partially because lawmakers were working with a very short legislative timeline after Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer’s (D-NY) comprehensive cannabis reform bill took up a majority of the attention. Senate
Banking Committee Chairman Sherrod Brown (D-OH) indicated that he will try to move forward SAFE by
itself while other committees of jurisdiction move the corresponding social justice measures separately.

The path forward in the House is not yet clear until the Senate acts, as Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA)
continues to struggle to lead the group through the debt ceiling negotiations and other Republican priorities
ahead of the 2024 election.

Call to Action
Call Pennsylvania's Senators - Senator Bob Casey & Senator John Fetterman today and ask them to
support SAFE now.

House Bill Would End 280E Tax Restrictions for Cannabis Companies
Tue / Apr 18th by Graham Abbott | Granjapreneur.com

A bipartisan U.S. House proposal filed this week would exempt state-legal cannabis companies from the
restrictions of IRS Code 280E, which has vexed modern cannabis operators for years.

House Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) reintroduced a bipartisan proposal yesterday that seeks to let state-
licensed cannabis companies throughout the country take the standard tax deductions afforded to any
normal U.S. business. Originally co-sponsored by Reps. Blumenauer, Nancy Mace (R-SC), and Barbara Lee
(D-CA), the Small Business Tax Equity Act addresses IRS Code Section 280E, a 1982 provision that
prohibits the standard business tax deductions for operations associated with illegal drug trafficking and
which — because the plant remains a federally scheduled substance — has vexed modern, state-legal
cannabis operators for years.

If approved, the bill would exempt state-legal cannabis companies from the restrictions of 280E. The
proposal has been introduced in previous sessions but never advanced.

In a press release following the latest unveiling of the bill, NORML Political Director Morgan Fox said the
cannabis advocacy group “commends the sponsors of this legislation for their efforts to end the unjust
federal overtaxation of licensed, state-regulated cannabis businesses.”

“Allowing [cannabis companies] to take the same federal tax deductions that most other businesses enjoy
will facilitate new opportunities in the legal cannabis industry and make it more competitive with the
unregulated market, which will directly benefit consumer health and public safety,” Fox said.

“The unfair application of the outdated 280E provision on state-licensed cannabis businesses is preventing
our industry from reaching its full economic potential and our ability to successfully replace criminal markets
in accordance with the will of the voters and state legislators that have implemented modern state marijuana
programs across the country,” said National Cannabis Industry Association CEO Aaron Smith in a statement.
“We commend Congressman Blumenauer and the bill's original co-sponsors for leading this narrowly-
crafted, sensible legislation that would resolve this unforeseen consequence and bring our tax code into the
21st century.”

Adult-use cannabis has been legalized in 21 U.S. states and a recent Pew Research Center report found
that 48% of Americans have local, legal access to cannabis products.


https://www.casey.senate.gov/contact/offices
https://www.fetterman.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.ganjapreneur.com/house-bill-would-end-280e-tax-restrictions-for-cannabis-companies/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=federal_bill_would_end_280e_restrictions_for_cannabis_nearly_all_federal_cannabis_charges_are_trafficking_related_and_more&utm_term=2023-04-18#authorbio
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Will ‘edibles’ become part of PA’s Medical Marijuana Program?
by: Nico Rossi | Updated: Apr 28, 2023 / 10:15 AM EDT

EYEWITNESS NEWS (WBRE/WYOQOU) — Although marijuana is only medically legal in Pennsylvania, three
state senators introduced a bill that would allow all types of “edibles” to be legal within the state.

Senate Bill number 538 was introduced on Tuesday, April 4 by Pennsylvania State Senators, Dan Laughlin,
John Kane, and Katie Muth that would amend the original act of April 17, 2016, called “An act establishing a
medical marijuana program.”

Right now, under the Pennsylvania Medical Marijuana Program, edible marijuana is legal in the following
forms:

1.Pill;

2.0ils;

3.A form medically appropriate for administration by vaporization or nebulization;
4.Tinctures

5.Liquids

Senate Bill number 538 will amend this act to include “edible medical marijuana products,” which does not
include any of the forms above.

Therefore, different forms of marijuana edibles will be legal such as marijuana gummies and chews, baked
goods and cannabis brownies, THC beverages and or drink mixes, marijuana mints and hard candies, and
THC-infused cooking and baking oils.

According to a spokesperson for State Senator Laughlin, the bill is currently with the Senate Law and Justice
Committee, where Committee Chair Mike Regan will decide when the bill will be voted on.

If the bill gets passed by the Senate, it will then go to the House of Representatives for a vote, and if it

passes the House, the Governor will sign the bill and it would go into effect within 30 days.
ﬁf‘;
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Data Insights New

Frontier”

The Equio Top Three Profiles widget ranks cannabis consumer profiles for each state, providing cannabis
retailers actionable insight on pricing strategy and product preferences. The Top Three Profiles in PA are:

Come Uppers - 16.04% : Come Uppers is a large, diverse, urban outskirts market of young working
professionals. They primarily rent homes in multi-unit structures or row houses. 33% of household occupants
are under 35 and 40% of homes are single-family occupied. These residents are healthy, environmentally-
conscious and have average household income, home value, and rent values. They are active and up-to-
date with the use of technology.

Sale and Savvy - 15.2% : Sale and Savvy are singles with lower incomes and less education who are either
starting their careers or retiring. They pay low rent to live in the city or older metro neighborhoods. They are
environmentally-conscious, sometimes buy on impulse, and are comfortable with technology.

Ever Reaching - 11.89% : These young workers are well educated even though some of them are still
completing their education. Many are employed in professional and technical occupations, as well as sales
and office or administrative support positions. While most are not fully established, they strive to get ahead
and improve themselves. Amongst the top 5 for renters, movers, college enrollment, and labor force
participation rate, almost 20% of residents move each year. Nearly half of all residents are under the age of
35. The majority of this group lives alone or in shared spaces. Using smartphones is a way of life, and they
use the Internet extensively. Wages are low. These consumers are diverse and favor densely populated
neighborhoods based in large metropolitan areas; over 50% are in the South of the US with 20% being in

Texas. The rest chiefly in the West and Midwest.

Data accessed 5/1/23 : https//equio.newfrontierdata.com/cannabis-dashboard/map/cannabis-reta



https://www.pahomepage.com/news/will-edibles-become-part-of-pas-medical-marijuana-program/
https://equio.newfrontierdata.com/cannabis-dashboard/map/cannabis-retail
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9: A DELTA9.

BY KEYSTONE INTEGRATED CARE

Delta 9 PA medical marijuana dispensaries strives to provide a
professional and welcoming atmosphere as well as a broad product
base for the patients of Western Pennsylvania. Their knowledgeable
staff of experienced patient care consultants and pharmacists work
together to make sure our patients not only leave feeling comfortable,
but confident in their medical marijuana journey. As locally owned
dispensaries, they consider their community their family and are
committed to being active agents of change. Delta9 wants Western
Pennsylvania to know that HOPE LIVES HERE.

Delta 9's Pittsburgh medical marijuana dispensary services patients
in Shadyside, East Liberty, Lawrenceville, Aspinwall, Oakland,
Downtown Pittsburgh, the Strip District, Robinson and more. Delta 9's
Greensburg location serves patients in Downtown Greensburg, South
Greensburg, Monroeville, Jeanette, Delmont, Latrobe, Irwin,
Murrysville, and more.

To Learn More Visit: https://www.delta9pa.com/

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

ENDAR
“‘\

PCC CAL
|

-

Dispensary Call: First Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, May 2 @ 1pm via Zoom

Grower/Processor Call: Second Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, May 9 @ 1pm via Zoom

Legislative Input Call: Third Thursday of the Month
Thursday, May 18 @ 1pm via Zoo

*All times are EST

Click Here to Add PCC
Events to Your Calendar!


https://www.addevent.com/calendar/FR398720
https://www.addevent.com/event/wH13050210
http://cal.ae/gsdhemw
http://cal.ae/gsdhemw
https://www.verano.com/

Representative Chris Rabb (D-200), Philadelphia

Representative Chris Rabb is a father, educator, author, and social justice activist.

While a visiting researcher at Princeton University, Rep. Rabb wrote the ground-
breaking book, "Invisible Capital: How Unseen Forces Shape Entrepreneurial
Opportunity" (2010).

Shortly after an appearance on WHYY’s Radio Times in 2011, he was
recruited to teach at Temple University's Richard J. Fox School of
Business and Management where he was the Social Impact Fellow at
the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Institute and taught social
entrepreneurship and organizational innovation.

In his fourth year of teaching at Temple, Rep. Rabb helped to successfully
unionize 1,500 fellow adjunct professors in a landslide victory for worker rights.

He is currently a board member of Friends of the Wissahickon and Race Forward and has been on the
faculty of the Institute for Strategic Leadership at Drexel University's Bennett S. LeBow College of
Business.

He has been a fellow at Demos, the Poynter Institute and the German Marshall Fund of the United
States. Rep. Rabb previously served on the boards of the Bread and Roses Community Fund, Mt.
Auburn Cemetery, and The Baltimore Afro-American newspaper, which was founded by his great-great
grandfather in 1892.

A former U.S. Senate legislative aide and writer, researcher and trainer at the White House Conference
on Small Business in the Clinton administration, Rep. Rabb is a thought leader at the intersection of
politics, media entrepreneurship and social identity.

He has appeared as a guest on several local and national media outlets, including: The New York Times,
The Huffington Post, MSNBC, NPR, Philadelphia Daily News, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Associated
Press.

A graduate of Yale College and the University of Pennsylvania, Rep. Rabb is an avid family historian and
genealogist. He lives in East Mt. Airy with his two sons.

Rep. Rabb's 2023-2024 Cannabis Related Legislation

Co-Sponsorship Memo: Strengthening_protections for medical cannabis clinical registrants & related
stakeholders

Co-Sponsorship Memo: Creating_ a continuing_education requirement for certified healthcare providers
authorized to prescribe medical cannabis

Co-Sponsorship Memo: De-scheduling_ Cannabis as a Highly Addictive and Dangerous Substance

Rep. Rabb's Committees and Caucuses
Agriculture & Rural Affairs

Commerce

Finance

Judiciary

Policy Committee

Philadelphia House Delegation

Autism and Intellectual Disabilities Caucus
Climate Caucus

Early Childhood Education Caucus
Emerging Technologies Caucus

LGBTQ Equality Caucus

Mental Health Caucus

PA One Caucus

PA SAFE Caucus

Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus
Welcoming PA Caucus

Women’s Health Caucus



https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?Chamber=H&SPick=20230&cosponId=40545
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?Chamber=H&SPick=20230&cosponId=40543
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?Chamber=H&SPick=20230&cosponId=40542

Regulation of Delta-8 THC Should Be a Public Health Priority
J W Bookwalter Ill, MD, MBA, FAANS, FABNS, FACS & Co-CEQ, Keystone Integrated Care

“Like making methamphetamine from cold medicine, just because the starting materials are legal does not make the
resulting product legal (or safe).” Christopher Hudalla, president, and chief scientific officer, ProVerde Laboratories?

Delta-8 tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is found in the cannabis plant. Both marijuana and hemp plants are separate
genera of this species. Delta-9 THC is the best-known psychotropic in the marijuana plant. Delta-9 naturally occurs in
relatively high concentrations in the marijuana flower.! If someone purchases a Delta-9 product it is likely extracted
directly from the marijuana plant. Though Delta-8 THC is also produced naturally by the cannabis plant, it is not found
in significant amounts within the plant. The Hemp Bill doesn’t mention Delta-8 anywhere. Hemp advocates and others
who sell it have used this loophole to legally market Delta-8 products, usually with no age restrictions.>

The marketing of Delta-8 began when an oversupply of CBD extracted from US-grown hemp caused the price of CBD to
plummet. Producers looked for avenues to convert that to something profitable.? Simple chemistry from the 1960s
allowed the conversion of CBD into Delta-8. The reaction produces a high percentage of Delta-8 and reaction by-
products. Christopher Hudalla of ProVerde Laboratories has tested thousands of products labeled Delta-8. “There’s
some Delta-8 in there, but there’s very frequently up to 30 [chromatographic] peaks that | can’t identify.” A lot of
people are doing a poor job of cleaning up their reaction products, he adds, which results in “quite a soup” of by-
products and other unwanted compounds.? It is possible to separate Delta-8-THC from unwanted reaction leftovers or
by-products, but “most people are not actually taking the time to distill it or use chromatography” to do so, says Kyle
Boyar, a staff research associate at the University of California San Diego’s Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research.

Concentrated amounts of Delta-8 THC are actually manufactured through a conversion from hemp-derived cannabidiol
(CBD). The synthetic process involves refluxing CBD in an organic solvent such as toluene or heptane with an acid that
serves as a catalyst. Currently, no one is measuring the pH of Delta-8 products or testing for strong acids and residual
metals left behind.? Delta-8 binds to the endocannabinoid system in a slightly different fashion than Delta-9 because of
the location of its double bond. This is what is thought to make Delta-8 much less potent than regular THC.! People
report effects that are about half or two-thirds of those of Delta-9.3

Since the natural amount of Delta-8 THC in hemp is very low, additional chemicals are needed to convert other
cannabinoids in hemp, like CBD, into Delta-8 THC (i.e., synthetic conversion). Concerns with this process, according to
the CDC, include:

+« Some manufacturers may use potentially unsafe household chemicals to make Delta-8 THC through this
chemical synthesis process. Additional chemicals may be used to change the color of the final product. The final
Delta-8 THC product may have potentially harmful by-products (contaminants) due to the chemicals used in the
process, and there is uncertainty with respect to other potential contaminants that may be present or produced
depending on the composition of the starting raw material. If consumed or inhaled, these chemicals, including
some used to make (synthesize) Delta-8 THC and the by-products created during synthesis, can be harmful.

+ Manufacturing of Delta-8 THC products may occur in uncontrolled or unsanitary settings, which may lead to the
presence of unsafe contaminants or other potentially harmful substances.?

National poison control centers received 2,362 exposure cases of Delta-8 THC products between January 1, 2021
(i.e., date that Delta-8 THC product code was added to database), and February 28, 2022. Of the 2,362 exposure
cases:

* 58% involved adults, 41% involved pediatric patients less than 18 years of age, and 1% did not report age.

e 40% involved unintentional exposure to Delta-8 THC and 82% of these unintentional exposures affected
pediatric patients.

e 70% required healthcare facility evaluation, of which 8% resulted in admission to a critical care unit; 45% of
patients requiring healthcare facility evaluation were pediatric patients.

* One pediatric case was coded with a medical outcome of death.*



One concern not noted by the National Poison Control Centers is the lacing of putative Delta-8 products with other
agents like fentanyl. The illicit market in THC vape cartridges was responsible for the now well-known crisis of severe
pulmonary disease as a result of using Vitamin E oil in the cartridge. There are rumors of poisonings in Philadelphia
occurring with fentanyl-laced Delta-8 cartridges causing death.

There is also particular concern about another cannabinoid called THC-O-acetate, the acetate ester of THC, popping up
in gummies and vapes. It is basically acetylated THC, which does not occur naturally in cannabis plants. Heroin was
created by acetylating morphine over 100 years ago, resulting in a drug that is much more potent than morphine
because of pharmacokinetics. If regulators simply ban Delta-8-THC as they did with Delta-9-THC to outlaw cannabis
federally, the market will make Delta-10-THC or other types of ring isomers or alkyl chain analogs such as
tetrahydrocannabivarin. Some of these analogs could be toxic or wildly psychoactive. The regulatory language needs to
be broad, or we will be stuck in a multiyear cycle of legislative fixes.? This is in contrast to the 2018 farm bill, which
limited the amount of delta-9-THC, only, in hemp and hemp-derived products, such as CBD.

By law in Pennsylvania dispensaries are required to have available on-site a Health Care Provider (HCP), either a
pharmacist, nurse practitioner, or physician assistant to counsel patients about what cannabis preparations are
appropriate for their diagnosis. There is a significant variety of cannabis medications in varying forms. The interplay of
Delta-9 THC, CBD, other lesser-known cannabinoids, and terpenes, as well as the type of delivery mechanism, can have
a significant impact on producing the desired therapeutic response depending on the diagnosis and the patient’s
response to treatment. The general public does not know this and may assume that Delta-8 and Delta-9 are
interchangeable and may inappropriately dose themselves with no benefit, aggravate their underlying condition, or
delay appropriate medical treatment. The DOH requirements for maintaining not only the appropriate HCP but the
rigorous security, testing, and product labeling are costly. Those selling Delta-8 and CBD products are not required to
do any of that. With the headwinds the cannabis industry is experiencing today, this imposes significant financial
hardship and is likely to stress the medical cannabis industry resulting in closures and/or reduction in service.

There are some efforts to regulate Delta-8. The federal Drug Enforcement Administration has a proposed rule that is not
yet final - indirectly classifying Delta-8 as a Schedule 1 controlled substance, which would make it federally illegal. The
state of Michigan recently passed legislation that classified Delta-8 as marijuana and therefore the production, testing,
distribution, and sale of Delta-8 will now be regulated by the state's Marijuana Regulatory Agency (MRA).»® Effective
October 11, 2021, it is illegal for businesses to sell Delta-8 without proper licensing from the MRA.

The focus of regulation should be that all cannabinoid-based products be subjected to rigorous testing to ensure that
the consuming public knows what compounds and dosages they are consuming and that the products are free from
contaminants and impurities, especially fentanyl. Additionally, this should be extended to the import of these products
from other states and countries. The internet-based trade cannot be quantitated at this writing but is likely quite
significant given the quasi-legal status of these cannabinoids. This is no different from what the alcohol industry is
currently required to do not only in our state but nationally.

1. https://www.michigan.gov/cra/consumer-connection/Delta-8-
information#:~:text=Delta%2D8%20Information,michigan.gov.

2. Erickson, B. E. (2021). Delta-8-THC craze concerns chemists. Chemical & Engineering News; American Chemical
Society. https://cen.acs.org/biological-chemistry/natural-products/Delta-8-THC-craze-concerns/99/i31

3. Wlklpedla Contrlbutors (2023 April 7). Delta- S-Tetrahydrocannabmof Wikipedia; Wikimedia Foundation.

4. “5 Thmgs to Know about Delta-8 Tetrahydrocannabinol — Delta-8 THC.” U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 2023,
www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/5-things-know-about-Delta-8-tetrahydrocannabinol-Delta-8-thc.
Accessed 12 Apr. 2023,

5. https://www.webmd.com/mental-health/addiction/what-is-Delta-8

6. Goggins, P. (2021, March 31). What is Delta-8? Leafly; Leafly. https://www.leafly.com/news/science-tech/what-
is-delta8-thc




